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ASHLAND — As 
soon as Brita Hazell 
noticed 20-foot flames 

lurching above homes in 
her neighborhood that day 
in August, she prepared 
to evacuate her home on 
Twin Pines Circle. She 
hurriedly stuffed insurance 
papers in her purse and was 
about to leave when a law 
enforcement officer pounded 

on her door and said, “Get 
out now.” The fire on Oak 
Knoll Drive, he said, could 
spread to her home within 
minutes.

Hazell got out, but then 
realized she didn’t know 
where to go. 

She went to the bottom of 
the Oak Knoll Golf Course, 
thinking someone would drive 
by and tell her what to do 
next. She watched the black 
smoke and waited. 

She wanted to know 
whether her home had 
burned. She wanted to know 
where she should go. She 
wanted information.

“I parked up there and just 

stood there and waited,” she 
said. “I couldn’t find anyone 
who knew what to do. The 
police were busy with traffic 
and the firefighters were busy 
with fire.”

Hazell waited at the bottom 
of the golf course for six 
hours, she said. At about 11 
p.m., she went to the golf 
course parking lot, where she 
discovered a respite center 
had been set up. Finally, she 
learned her home had been 

spared and she could return.
Hazell hadn’t been told 

where to go because there 
was no official place for her 
— or any of the residents of 
the 70 other houses being 
evacuated — to go.

Richard Randleman, the 
city’s Community Emergency 
Response Team program 
coordinator, aims to change 
that.

WEED, 
CALIF. 
— Weed 

is a Northern 
California town 
that has gone 
loco over its 
name. T-shirts 
available at local 
stores say “I 
Love Weed” and 
a local brewery 
urges visitors 
to “Try Legal 
Weed” on bottle 
caps. Almost 
everywhere 
you look, this 
struggling town makes fun and as 
much money as it can over its name.

When it comes to selling the real 

McCoy, however, 
Weed, named 
after Abner Weed, 
has said no to 
medical marijuana 
dispensaries 
allowed under 
California laws.

“We don’t want 
to be a focal 
point for weed,” 
said Mayor Dave 
Pearce, whose 
son works for 
a business that 
sells the Weed 
T-shirts. “If you 
want it, grow it 

in your backyard or go to Shasta or 
Dunsmuir.”

DUNSMUIR, 
CALIF. — Peter 

Arth doesn’t mind being 
called “Mayor Juana” 
for his flamboyant 
advocacy of medical 
marijuana in this tiny 
town a little more 
than halfway between 
Medford and Redding.

The mayor is all too aware 
he has become a lightning rod 

for a pot 
war in 
Siskiyou 
County 
that 
is not 
being 
waged 
in the 

forests, but in the minds of 
local residents.

Dunsmuir and Mount 
Shasta are the only two cities 
in the county where medical 
marijuana dispensaries 
can operate. Elsewhere, 
government leaders have 
banned selling pot in their 
communities.
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Ask About our 
move-in speciAls!

www.verandaparkliving.com
541-494-5000 • 800-205-4777

1641 Veranda Park Dr. Medford, Oregon

n Secure Gated Community   

n Restaurant-Style Open Dining 

n Cottage & Apartment Homes 

n Call Now For Availability

Let us help you
sell your home!

Start enjoying your retirement now 
with the help of our professional sales 
team - staging, showing and selling.

VP10-41 - Front Page Selling

Our partners, Mahar Homes, 
have 30+ years of home 

selling experience. Their team 
of professionals can provide 

advice and assistance in 
selling your home today.
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Giants take on Braves this week
Three games on Wednesday inaugurate postseason play
for Major League Baseball; the Giants play Thursday

Sports, Page 1D

Going to the roots of jazz
White City students learn about jazz and 

other kinds of music from a group playing 
at the Medford Jazz Festival this weekend

Local, Page 1B

A special report on measures in the Nov. 2 election
Sunday: Proponents of Oregon Measure 74 say it would 

guarantee a reliable supply of medical marijuana
Monday: M74 opponents say it’s too troublesome or 

doesn’t go far enough
Today: California mayors square off over Proposition 

19, the legalization of marijuana
Wednesday: Prop 19 may lead to showdown with 

federal government
Thursday: What if both measures pass? What would 

be the impacts to Southern Oregon?
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Experts say oil and

federal officials haven’t 
taken steps needed to

handle another big spill
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Weed warriors:
Dunsmuir’s 

Peter Arth says 
downtown pot 

garden could be 
economic boon

m e a s u r i n g  m a r i j u a n a
Mail Tribune, Tuesday, October 5, 2010
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Pot of gold?Two California towns have two ways of capitalizing on the popularity of marijuana. In the photo at the top, Vaune Dillmann, owner of Mt. Shasta Brewing Co. in Weed, likes to make fun of the town’s name in marketing his brews, but doesn’t like the idea of people selling marijuana in his town.In Dunsmuir, Mayor Peter Arth, shown in the lower left photo, proposed starting a pot garden on his property to help revive commerce in the downtown area. His enthusiasm for marijuana prompted a recall campaign by residents opposed to pot. Dunsmuir is one of only two cities in Siskiyou County that allow selling medical marijuana in dispensaries. Pot in jars is displayed at the Green Collar Compassionate Collective, Dunsmuir’s only dispensary.
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For more photos of

Dunsmuir and Weed, see
Page 4B

‘Mayor Juana’ and 
mayor don’t wanna

Mail Tribune / Bob Pennell

Dunsmuir, Calif., Mayor Peter Arth, nicknamed “Mayor Juana” for his support of legalized marijuana, believes his town could create a brand name for 
locally grown, organic marijuana that would draw people from Southern Oregon and Northern California.

More online
To see a video of Arth talking about Proposition 19, find this story

at www.mailtribune.com and click on the link

For the latest information, studies and links to Measure 74 
and Proposition 19 and a blog for related material, see 

www.mailtribune.com/measuringmarijuana
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Proposition 19
Californians will vote

Nov. 2 on Proposition 
19, which would legalize 
possession and cultivation 
of marijuana. If Proposition 
19 is approved, anyone 
21 or older could legally 
possess, share or transport 
up to an ounce of marijuana 
for personal use and grow 
plants in a space of up to 25 
square feet at home.

Cities and counties 
would be authorized to 
regulate and tax commercial 
marijuana production and 
sales.

Weed’s Dave Pearce doesn’t mind 
capitalizing on the name, but 
rejects selling pot in his town

Mail Tribune / Bob Pennell

Weed Mayor Dave Pearce says the 
town doesn’t want to cultivate a 
reputation for being the marijuana 
Mecca of California. 

Evacuation confusion: Ashland officials address emergency system 
weaknesses that left some Oak Knoll fire 
residents without guidance for hours

More online
For past stories and 
photos on the Oak 

Knoll fire, go to www.
mailtribune.com/oakknollfire
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“I parked up there 
and just stood there 

and waited. I couldn’t 
find anyone who knew 
what to do. The police 
were busy with traffic 

and the firefighters 
were busy with fire.”

Brita Hazell, who was 
evacuated during the fire

see WARRIORS, Page 2A


